GENERAL SECRETARY REPORT 2026
Hello Everyone

Writing reports isn’t really my thing so I’m sorry if this isn’t what you are expecting!  I know from previous years that the Secretary’s reports can be … Well ... how do I say this without upsetting a few people … ok I’m just gonna say it … They can be a bit dry and a bit boring!  But then that’s the role.  Its not all that exciting!  I spend a lot of my time doing the mundane … replying to emails and calling people who have questions.  Sorting out issues in clubs and making decisions that not everyone is happy with.  
I’ve been called all sorts of names some people are even brave enough to say those things to my face but the sad ones just talk about me behind my back.  Luckily  the majority of you are nice and polite and grateful!  Some of you even manage to say thank you occasionally.  
Along with every other member of any committee I am a volunteer.  There are a lot of volunteers in the County and in clubs and we all give our time freely in order to try to make things better and hopefully run smoothly.  
I also work full time.  So if you are reading this and at some point this year you have tried to contact me and I didn’t reply instantly … please don’t be upset.  I have done the very best that I can with a very large role that around the Country is held predominantly by retired folks.

Anyway …. Lets move onto my report … I have been given the job of letting you all know the successes that we have had this year in Bowls Surrey.

The good stuff started in February where a few of us attended the Bowls England Awards Ceremony.  Surrey had a few nominations and we were short listed in the following categories’ – Bowls Maker of the Year 2025, Rising Star 2025, Junior Development Programme 2025 and County of the Year 2025.  We won County of the Year 2025.  This was awarded to us for everything that we had achieved in 2025.  Most of those ‘things’ were in the reports of last years AGM …. I’m not going to bore you with them but lets just say it was an amazing achievement to have Bowls England acknowledge the way that this County runs.

May started with the men’s Walter Cross Inter Area competition.  A full days bowls with Area 3 coming out as champions.   I am looking forward to the first weekend in May in 2027 with the ladies Areas playing on Saturday and the men on Sunday.  
Later in May we had the first of the Inter County competitions.  The Balcomb and Walker Trophies are now run as a pairs, triples and fours round robin.  Both squads did well but both sadly coming 2nd in their groups.  
The White and Amy Rose junior Inter County competitions came next and these were run as pairs and triples round robin.  Both the junior squads had 2 teams playing and each squad won their play offs and their first teams both qualified for the National Finals.

Throughout May the men’s Home Counties League squads played their round robin matches.  For the first time ever in the history of the Home Counties a County entered 2 teams and yes that was Surrey.  Even with 2 squads out each week Surrey won the area and then went on to beat Middlesex in the Home Counties League Final.  This means that Surrey have now won the league 3 years in a row.

In June we moved onto the British Isles and International Series which were held in Ayr, Scotland.  The British Isles Series is for the winners of the pervious years National Championships.  Bowls Surrey had Ava Karanth and Yasmina Hasan representing England in the Junior pairs.  Sadly they lost out in their first round match.  
Following the British Isles the Senior International Series and the Para International Series were held.  This was the first time that these 2 events had been held at the same time and same place and what a successful event it was for England.  We had Yasmina Hasan representing England playing in the Senior International Ladies Series and we had Mike McDonaugh representing England playing in the Para International Series.  We also had Charlotte Emanuel (yes that’s me!) representing England as a Director for a Visually Impaired player.  I have never been more proud of anything ever!.  And we won! GOLD GOLD GOLD medals all around.

At the end of June Bowls England held an Armed Forces day and asked clubs to host a themed event.  Hook & Southborough were one of the clubs that submitted  photos of their day and they came second in the National event.  They were awarded prizes and some members were invited to attend a presentation event during the National Finals.  Congratulations to the whole Club.

Throughout the season Bowls Surrey ran their competitions most of which lead to the National Finals in August and what an amazing 19 days Surrey had up at Leamington. 
But before I take you to Leamington let me remind you that this year we did something different again!  2026 was the year that Bowls Surrey combined its competitions and the competitions were played with both genders in  unison.  We also had joint Semi Finals evenings.  
Next year we will have a joint Finals Day with ladies and gents finals playing at the same club on the same day.   
We had 11 men and 12 ladies qualify for their County Badge this year.  I hope that they will all support the County next year in the matches.

We had representatives from Bowls Surrey Playing, Supporting, Volunteering, Marking and Umpiring.  We certainly did make an impression up there in Leamington. 

So let me tell you about our Leamington successes.

National Competition Gold Medallists
Ladies Triples NATIONAL CHAMPIONS Yaz Hasan, Liz Anderson, Debbie Souter – Southey
Para Singles NATIONAL CHAMPION Mike McDonagh – Cheam
Ladies Senior Fours NATIONAL CHAMPIONS Kate Capon, Shan Maylin, Liz Anderson, Debbie Souter – Southey
Amy Rose NATIONAL CHAMPIONS Chelsea MacFarlane, Jemma Tuohy, Ava Karanth, Lucy Carroll, Yaz Hasan & reserve Scarlett Clarke – Managers Maureen Vandrau & Debbie Souter.

The ladies Triples and Ladies Senior Fours will now go to Ireland next June to represent England at the British Isles Championships.

National Competition Silver Medallists
Mixed Fours NATIONAL FINALISTS – Kylie Jenkins, Kelly Jenkins, Barry Jenkins, Ian Jenkins & Sub Mick Sigamoney
Mixed Pairs NATIONAL FINALISTS – Kate Capon, Richard Cushen
Johns Trophy Squad NATIONAL FINALISTS – Manager Maureen Vandrau

In September we had the Junior International Series held in England at Leamington Spa and Surrey had Jemma Tuohy & Yasmina Hasan (Team Captain) representing England and they won a silver medal.

Now you would probably think that was that … but it wasn’t.  In Wales at the very end of September World Bowls held the European Championship.  England were not playing but many countries from around Europe plus a few Countries that had travelled a little further played off to see who could qualify to play in the World Bowls Championships in 2027.  And yes …. Bowls Surrey had Amar Nachimuthu representing Portugal and they qualified in the Mens Triples.

To finish off our season we had our first Bowls Surrey joint Presentation evening with all of the ladies and mens trophies being given awarded at the same time.

And that is a round up of our competition successes this year.  However Surrey does have more going on than competitions.  

This year we awarded 4 ladies with Loyal Service Awards and 6 men with the Leopard Award.    We also gave out our very first Bowls Surrey Life Membership.

We played 11 mens and 8 ladies Inter County Friendlies.  The men also had 11 Presidents matches and we also had 7 Bowls Surrey friendly matches which are played against clubs in Surrey that are ‘celebrating’.  Sadly we did have a few matches cancelled due to the extreme heat.

So … what a very successful year we have had in Surrey.  Lets hope that next year will bring the same if not more medals, more badges and more smiles and laughter on the greens.

Before I finish I would just like to thank a lot of people.  
The Board (obviously).  We work so well as a team.  We don’t always agree but we invariably come to a conclusion as to what we think is going to be best.  
The Management Committee.  Gosh they work hard.  
The Area Committees.  Always trying their best for their clubs.  
The Umpires & Markers who work all year around.  
The Squad Managers.  They can never and will never please everyone.  
The County Players.  Those of you that come out to support the County by playing in our matches.  
The Competitors.  Without you there would be no Golden moments.
The Club Committee Members and Volunteers. I am sure your club members are grateful, however, we know that sometimes they may forget to thank you, but I won’t.
The Supporters. You may or may not bowl but you turn up.  Some of you might even carry the bags. You are needed and appreciated!


Thank you all
Charlotte Emanuel
Bowls Surrey General Secretary.	
