

WOMEN’S BENEVOLENT FUND - SECRETARY'S REPORT
November 2026

Bowls Surrey Board and Management Board members and members of Bowls Surrey
This is my first annual report for the Women’s Benevolent Fund and I wish to thank those clubs who have generously donated throughout 2026 and give recognition to club members who have recommended people to me who have unfortunately fallen ill, lost loved ones or who are needing support.
I also extend my thanks to Caroline Duarte, the outgoing Secretary, Sheron Mitchell and Sylvia Russell who have assisted me in a smooth handover and becoming familiar with the procedure.
Donations for this year have been gratefully received from 23 clubs, unfortunately, a number less than the last and previous years.  Whilst we must be mindful that the increase in costs for every aspect for bowls clubs will have increased, the importance of the welfare of our bowling community needs to be acknowledged and keeping track of members individual circumstances is when and where this fund can help.  
In past years the fund has benefitted from a substantial collection made at the ladies Semi-finals day and whilst this did not occur this year due to the different competition schedule, I would like to thank those few members who were in attendance at the ladies finals day for their generous donations.  I would also remind members that individual donations can be made to the fund and are gratefully received.  Should you wish to do this, please get in touch with me via my email which can be found on the BS website.
For new committee members in clubs and those responsible for finance matters, donations for both the men's and ladies Benevolent Funds can be made to Bowls Surrey at affiliation time or at any time during the year, but these are separate Funds and used for different purposes and therefore, you need to be specific as to which you wish your donations to be directed.
Following nominations from individual clubs at the end of 2025, Christmas gifts were sent to ten lady members as tokens of gratitude to those both current & past club members who had gone that extra mile when their club required such assistance.  
Since the beginning of this year, cards or floral gifts have been sent to members of the following clubs:  Byfleet, Camberley, Carshalton, Chertsey, Chipstead, Cranleigh, Epsom, Heathfield, Horley, Imber Court, Knaphill, Mytchett, Old Coulsdon, Old Dean, Ottershaw, Purley Bury, Supreme, Sutton, Tongham, West End, Woodbridge Hill, West Byfleet.  These were not only to current players, but to past players and not just exclusively to ladies;  our male bowlers have also received our condolences or greetings upon reaching a grand age.  
Whilst individual clubs will support their membership in times of need, the benefit of the Benevolent Fund involvement is for the wider bowling community to show their support and friendship when difficult times present themselves, adding the knowledge and comfort to those who may be on their own or have specific health issues that they are in our thoughts.
As I bring this report to a close and reflect on my first year, I say that it has been a privilege to hold this position.  I have been involved with bowling in Surrey for nearly 40 years and together with my Presidential years, have met and made friends with so many special ladies and gentlemen across the county.  We have a unique community of all ages and the communication between us all is important to maintain positive support and care for everyone.
So, please do continue to contact me via email if possible if members are unwell, injured, facing an operation or difficult times.....my details can be found on the BS website.  
Thank you and wishing you all my compliments of the season.

Penny Bruno.  Benevolent Secretary




WOMEN’S BENEVOLENT FUND

Receipts and Payments Account for the year ending 30th September 2026

						2026			  2026			2025
Income

Donations (per schedule)						 844.46		 785

Expenditure

Gifts (per schedule)			272.02					 624

Christmas gifts				250.00					 310

Cards & postage				  98.09 					 120

Secretary’s expenses			  25.87					   26

									 645.98		1080

Excess /(shortfall)							 198.48		 (295)


Balance Sheet as at 30th September 2026

									  2026			2025
Current Assets

Bank Account							8756.35		8558

Represented by

Accumulated balance as at 30.9.2025				8557.87		8853

Excess / (shortfall) of income over expenditure		  198.48		 (295)

									8756.35		8558

In my opinion the Benevolent Fund Accounts are in accordance with the books, records and explanations received


S.R.A. Russell (verifier)

WOMEN’S BENEVOLENT FUND
DONATIONS 2025/26

	CLUB
	DONATION (£)
	CLUB
	DONATION(£)

	Belmont
	10
	Merrow
	 20

	Bookham
	50
	Old Coulsdon (2)
	 60

	Burpham
	60
	Purley
	 20

	Byfleet
	  5
	Reigate Priory
	 20

	Camberley
	25
	Stoke Park
	 25

	Chertsey
	20
	Supreme
	 50

	Chipstead
	25
	Wallington
	 25

	Ember
	30
	West Byfleet
	 25

	Epsom
	25
	Windlesham
	 25

	Ewell Village
	25
	Woodbridge Hill
	 30

	Heathfield
	20
	Collections &
 Private Donations
	
    194.46

	Knaphill
	20
	
	

	Leatherhead
	15
	
	

	Malden Lime Grove
	20
	Total
	    844.46

	
	
	
	



WOMEN’S BENEVOLENT FUND
SCHEDULE OF GIFTS 2025/26

	CLUB
	GIFT
	XMAS
	CLUB
	GIFT
	XMAS

	Camberley
	
	3
	Mytchett
	
	1

	Carshalton
	1
	
	Old Coulsdon
	1
	

	Chertsey
	2
	
	Purley Bury
	1
	

	Chipstead
	
	3
	Supreme
	1
	

	Epsom
	
	1
	Sutton
	1
	

	Horley
	1
	
	West End
	2
	

	Imber Court
	
	1
	Unattached
	1
	

	Knaphill
	1
	
	
	
	



