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ADMINISTRATOR REPORT FOR AGM 2026
What a start to 2026, in February Bowls Surrey was awarded COUNTY OF THE YEAR at the Bowls England awards. This is quite an achievement, it is given not just for bowling successes, but for the way the county is run overall & for any major contribution to bowls in general, in our case it is the online system, which nine other counties are now using.
Also in February we ran the affiliations as normal, as you know the format for the competitions was changed & we thought there might have been a significant drop in entries. I am pleased to say that this did not happen.
With regards to affiliations, I am pleased to inform you that as from 2027 the affiliations & competition entries will be split. 
Between February 1st – 28th you will be entering your competitions on the system & making payment. Please note: All the names you enter for the competitions will automatically be locked into the affiliations.
Then between April 1st – 30th you will be affiliating your members on the system & making payment, this should allow you plenty of time to hold your club registration day & submit an accurate list of members.
Late affiliations, can I please ask you to add new members to the system as they join the club, please do not leave it until the last minute. 
Bowls England have increased their Championships entry fee to £5.50, Bowls Surrey add an additional fee of £1.50, this is to cover the cost of running the competitions on Bowls England’s behalf, it covers Umpires, Markers, Engraving, Prize money & Trophy insurance.
Bowls Surrey have a monthly ZOOM meeting with Bowls England along with all the other counties. Many topics are covered at these meetings, the most significant one this year is the proposal to amalgamate Bowls England & English Indoor Bowling Association. I was asked to be a representative at the Stakeholders meetings which are also held monthly.
A proposal will be put at the Bowls England AGM in the spring of 2027 to amalgamate & to call the new organisation ENGLAND BOWLS, one reason is to show that it is not a takeover by Bowls England, it was also at the request of Sport England who are funding the amalgamation. All outdoor counties will have a vote. 
Bowls Surrey would like to hear your views on the amalgamation, we have invited a Bowls England Board member to attend our AGM to explain what is proposed & to answer any questions you may have. We will be asking you to vote on whether to accept or reject the Bowls England proposal, so we as a county vote on your behalf in the spring.
Based on what we know, we would recommend acceptance.
The remainder of the year has been business as usual.
Please remember that we are here to serve you, to help & give advice.
John Tucker (Bowls Surrey Administrator
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